
iBy tlie proprietors. Another abuse was the employ- 
ment of umkilled nurses, often failures froin the 
London hospitals, while the patients were paying 
boih skilled nuirsiii,rr. 

wifery uiitil the reign of Charles 11. m m  entirely 
in the hands .of midmives, 110 111an being admi t td  
t o  the lyiag-in rooni. 

JIiss Berlon sai3 that nurses were under-paid aiid 
.over--morked, 60 it  was no wonder if they 
“ toadied” t o  rich patients. On the Superinten- 
dent of a Nursing Home stating that she gave her 
nurses a night off once a month, 3Iiss Berlon iii- 
quired what a doniestic servant would say t o  one 
night a inontli off. 

Dr. Foster O ~ e n ,  who gave a lecture on “ Fresh 
Air,” showed an interesting inocIel of a fresh-air 

GchLlet, made for him by a patient, aiicl advocated 
treatment in the fresh air i n  many diseases 
besides consumption. 

-4 very interesting lecture 011 ‘( Infant. Feeding” 
was given by Dr. Flora Unrray, who saicl’that th8 
medical professioii wi*e learning more and more to 
.depeild 011 iiur6es and midwives a6 one of the 
greatest forces in fighting infantile mortality. They 
had daily opportunities of teacliing hygiene and 
proper feeding. Dr. Xurray then described tlie 
procm of infant digeGtioii, and, in cases where 
breast feeding its iinpo~sible, advocated what has 
heen,.ternied “ the ga5pel of top milk feciling ’’ for 

-the infant, and a diet of milk, nieat, oatmeal, and 
,cocoa, instead of tea aiid bread, for nursing 
niotheis three or i’onr months before coiifinemeiit 

.and sis nioiiths after. 
BABS IKCUBATORS. 

Subsequently a lecture on Baby Iiicubatois, 
‘:Fa& and Pi.eseiit,” was given by Jb. Batclielor. 

ALCOHOL AND srs EFF~CTS ON INPANTS. 
I n  tlie evening Dr, Claude Taylor spoke on 

“ Blcoliol and its Effects 011 Infants,” illusti*ating 
his lecture by lantern didee. 

PUERPERAL INFECTION. 
On Saturday afternoon, Dr. Jfabel Paiiie read a 

‘hrief but interesting paper by Dr. G. Dru1111noncl 
Robinson, who n-as unable t o  be present, 011 Some 
”Ilupottaat bue Often Overlooked Col~sequences of 
.Septic Puerperal Infection,” and spoke of the teii- 
. cleiicy t o  carelessness of those who did midwifery 
\yolk, as to the introduction of germs into t71e 
vagina. h3 bad nien were not all equally bad, EO 

poisoiious germs were not all equally poisollous. 111 
.a true case of blood poihoning after labour, if the 
germs were coiiveyd direct from one woniaii t o  

.another they would probably kill her quiclrly, but lf 
c.xpmed to the air for so1110 time their effect niight 
be to cauBe a milder but still grave disease, reder- 
i11g the ironian incapable of bearing niore children, 
alicl pern1anentlg iiwaliding her. Those who con- 
ducted tlie labour might newr  know these re- 
lilotei* effects; it was thohe in charge of the out- 
patient, departinents of hospit als a110 saw the 1111- 
t&l niisery caumd by the lack of necessary precau- 
tions. 

The same afternoon, a t  half-past fi.i-e, Jfrs. 
Rol)insoii, who organised the  Conference, 
rt.ad a paper 011 “Midwives, Their Pad ,  P r ~ n t ,  

:allcl Future.” She tihov~(zcz how the practice of mid- 

FRESH h R .  

~ N F A N T  FEEDING. 

SATURDAY, APRIL 17th. * 

;\IIDWIVES, THEIR PAST, PRBGENT, AND FUTURE. 

B t  tlie latter part of the 17th century the law 
was altered, and men ad5itted to lying-in rwnis. 
Then the  doctors read the miclwifery books, and 
the inidwvives left them alone, and EO fell into disc- 
pute. , Mrs. Robinson referred to the short tern of 
training necessary for midwives, and said she 
agreed with Florence Nightiiigale that +WO yeais 
was nearer the mark. Referring t o  the small earn- 
ings of mid~vives, Nis. Robinsun said tha t  from thO 
way they started off imniediately a t  t h s  oall of 
duty, die always associated them in her msind 64th 
fire-engine horses. The hoiws were cared for and 
tenderly treated. Government baw to the horws, 
but what about the midwives? She urged that  t he  
first essential in any iniprovenieiit oi the conditions 
of midirires’ work and training was their direct .I+ 
preaentatioh on the Central Jlid\rires’ Board. 

A XWIOXAJ, COUNCIL OF MIDWIVES. 
Nrs. 13edford Fennick said she liad been es- 

tremely interested in Xrs. 1tol)inson’s paper, 7s 
the suggestion for the direct represeiit.ation of mi il- 
wires on their governing body, the Central JIi.1- 
wires’ Board, had first been printed in th6 BRITIBH 
JOURN.\L OF SURSINQ. Further, trained nurses 11::,1 
been fighting for twent-y years for direct repre- 
sentation 011 tlie governing hody of %heir proftq- 
sion. If they liatl conceded that vital principle thcy 
niiglit hare got  a Registration Bill Through Parlia- 
nient long ago. She urged midwives t o  orgallire 
theniselres into R strong body, and hecome a ?I;>- 
tional Council, coinposed of groups of professiowl 
societies, sncti as those already fornieil in Liverpool, 
JIancliester, aiid elsewhere. There wre now thoii- 
sands of certified midwives, and if the maj0rit.y co- 
operated they would he able to indiirdnce Iegiuln- 
tion, especially when they obtained the lever of tlio 
Parliamentary franchise. S o  BonrJ tm which 
niidwirrs hac1 not. direct representatit~~n could 11 S I -  

derstand the professional feelings and  aspiratioiir 
of niidwiws, ancl the Central JIidiCirc..;’ Board w s  
priiiiarjly constitiited with the o1ijcc.t of ensiirin;: 
the proppr care of lying-in mothers-a very essejl- 
tiol Jtity-not of looking after the j i i d  interests c ~ f  
iniilwires, this could only be clone. lry the workers 
tliewrlres. Their gpeat need was n rmrh ni~wv. 
e.xtencld ancl thorough educational course. Tho 
prcsynt tlirw nionths’ standard wns d:m;rerously in-  
sufiicient, niid was fnr behind the standards abroael. 
They niiist agitate for more thoroiigli ~~rofessional 
training. 7’11ry had got the legal tit.le of “certificil 
inidwife,” let them determine tha t  it. sliou’ld lte 116 111 
in 11ononral)le cstiniation by tile pul)lie. 

Jlrs. li’enir’ick was thanked for her siiggestion ‘by 
JIrs. Robinson, who invited niidwiws interested in 
the matter t o  c*onimunicate a i t h  her a t  8, Henriet.1 a 
Street, Corent Garden, W.C. 

JIrs. 3I. Boulard also supported it, and 3li.s 
I;. 3Iaiile drew attention t o  the  :OUJ wor,lr 
already done by the JIidwires’ Institiiis. ’ 

PAYINQ HOSPITALS FOR THE JfIDDLC (h.ibNEf3. 
The c los in~  lectilre of t.he Confercnw was t h a t  

hy Dr. Darid Walslt, on “ Paying HmIJitnls for the 
IIirldle Classes.” 
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